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organization; and President Pervez 
Musharraf of Pakistan. The President also re-
ferred to the June 13 Israeli-Palestinian 
ceasefire and security plan negotiated by CIA 
Director George J. Tenet; and the Report 
of the Sharm el-Sheikh Fact-Finding Com-
mittee, chaired by former Senator George J. 

Mitchell, issued April 30. President Putin re-
ferred to Northern Alliance leader Ahmed 
Shah Massoud, victim of a September 9 at-
tack by suicide bombers. President Putin 
spoke in Russian, and his remarks were trans-
lated by an interpreter.

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and President Vladimir V. 
Putin of Russia on a New Relationship Between the United States and 
Russia 
November 13, 2001

Our countries are embarked on a new 
relationship for the 21st century, founded 
on a commitment to the values of democ-
racy, the free market, and the rule of law. 
The United States and Russia have over-
come the legacy of the Cold War. Neither 
country regards the other as an enemy or 
threat. Aware of our responsibility to con-
tribute to international security, we are de-
termined to work together, and with other 
nations and international organizations, in-
cluding the United Nations, to promote se-
curity, economic well-being, and a peaceful, 
prosperous, free world. 

We affirm our determination to meet the 
threats to peace in the 21st century. Among 
these threats are terrorism, the new horror 
of which was vividly demonstrated by the 
evil crimes of September 11, proliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction, militant na-
tionalism, ethnic and religious intolerance, 
and regional instability. These threats en-
danger the security of both countries and 
the world at large. Dealing with these chal-
lenges calls for the creation of a new stra-
tegic framework to ensure the mutual secu-
rity of the United States and Russia, and 
the world community. 

We have agreed that the current levels 
of our nuclear forces do not reflect the 
strategic realities of today. Therefore, we 
have confirmed our respective commit-
ments to implement substantial reductions 

in strategic offensive weapons. On strategic 
defenses and the ABM Treaty, we have 
agreed, in light of the changing global secu-
rity environment, to continue consultations 
within the broad framework of the new 
strategic relationship. On nonproliferation 
matters, we reaffirm our mutual commit-
ment to the Biological and Chemical Weap-
ons Conventions, and endorse efforts to 
strengthen the Nuclear Nonproliferation 
Treaty. Both sides agree that urgent atten-
tion must continue to be given to improv-
ing the physical protection and accounting 
of nuclear materials of all possessor states, 
and preventing illicit nuclear trafficking. 

We support the building of a European-
Atlantic community whole, free, and at 
peace, excluding no one, and respecting the 
independence, sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of all nations. To this end, the 
United States and Russia will work, to-
gether with NATO and other NATO mem-
bers, to improve, strengthen, and enhance 
the relationship between NATO and Rus-
sia, with a view to developing new, effective 
mechanisms for consultation, cooperation, 
joint decision, and coordinated/joint action. 
We believe that these mechanisms should 
reflect the fact that the members of NATO 
and Russia are increasingly allied against 
terrorism, regional instability and other 
contemporary threats, and that the NATO-
Russia relationship should therefore evolve 
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accordingly. We will also work to strength-
en our cooperation in OSCE as a broadly 
representative, inclusive organization for 
conducting consultations, taking decisions, 
and working together in the region. 

We recognize a market economy, the 
freedom of economic choice and an open 
democratic society as the most effective 
means to provide for the welfare of our 
citizens. The United States and Russia will 
cooperate, including through the support of 
direct contacts between the business com-
munities of our countries, to advance U.S.-
Russian economic, trade, and investment 
relations. The achievement of these goals 
requires the removal of legislative and ad-
ministrative barriers, a transparent, predict-
able investment climate, the rule of law, 
and market-based economic reforms. To 
this end, it is important to reduce bureau-
cratic constraints on the economy and to 
combat economic crime and corruption. 

Reaffirming our commitment to advance 
common values, the United States and Rus-

sia will continue to work together to protect 
and advance human rights, tolerance, reli-
gious freedom, free speech and inde-
pendent media, economic opportunity, and 
the rule of law. In keeping with these com-
mitments, we welcome the initiative of 
Russian and American media executives, 
journalists, and independent organizations 
to convene a ‘‘Russian-American Media En-
trepreneurship Dialogue.’’ We will promote 
intense people-to-people exchanges as an 
important factor for enhancing mutual un-
derstanding between the American and 
Russian peoples. We pledge ourselves to 
the principles and values that represent the 
best traditions of both our nations, and to 
cooperation in order to realize them now 
and in the future. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and President Vladimir V. 
Putin of Russia on the New Russian-American Economic Relationship 
November 13, 2001

We confirm our determination to foster 
a new dynamic in American-Russian eco-
nomic interaction. We seek to harness the 
forces of global commerce in order to im-
prove contacts between our people, in-
crease their prosperity, and to further 
strengthen the integration of Russia into 
the world economy. 

We are committed to creating conditions 
that will enhance our trade and investment 
relations and help Russia reach its eco-
nomic potential as a fully integrated and 
leading member of the world economy. 
Russia has a role to play in this century 
as an engine of world growth and a center 
of innovative thinking. 

We will work together to build con-
fidence in the climate for trade and invest-
ment between our two countries. An im-
portant element of this activity is Russia’s 
integration into the rules-based global trad-
ing system of the World Trade Organiza-
tion. We confirm our commitment and 
place considerable priority to working to-
gether in an effort to accelerate Russia’s 
WTO accession negotiations, based on 
standard conditions. 

We emphasize our commitment to com-
bating money laundering and the financing 
of terrorism. 

In line with our desire to enhance the 
role of the American and Russian business 
communities in developing our commercial 
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